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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for managing resources within a node, the method 
comprising: 

configuring at least one data storage device r e esouro e for xise by a node, wherein the node 
is associated with a site containing the data storage device r oGOuro e; 

validating availability of the at least one data storage device r oaouroe for inclusion in a 
datastorage resource pool, wherein the validating comprises determining occofloibility by tho 
«ede -that the node has access to the data storage device a nd verification that the at least one data 
storage device r e souro e is located at the site; and 

selecting, based upon the validating, at least one of the at least one data storage device 
roBourc e for inclusion in t he data storage resource pool. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one data storage device 
resouro e comprises at least one disk unit, the method fiirther comprising: 

configuring the data storage resource pool as a switchable disk pool that is able to be 
configured to be assigned to one of at least two compu ting nodes. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the node is a single node located at the site and 
the node operates as part of a geographically disperse computing system group. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one data storage device 
roaouroe comprises at least one disk unit, the method further comprising, 

ranking availability of each disk unit for the data storage resource pool; and 
selecting at least one valid disk unit for the data storage resource pool according to 
availability ranking. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising, 

providing at least one reason to a user to explain validity and ranking of each disk unit 
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6. (Original) The method of claim l,whereinthenodc is part of a cluster resource group. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the cluster resource group 
comprises a primary node and at least one hackup nod e, wherein the primary node and the at 
least node bacVuo node execute the OS/400 operating system and the data storage resource pool 
ifi Hefined as an independent aux iliary storage pool. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 

validating accessibility of data storage devices r osourcoo in the data storage resource pool 
when adding a new n ode to a cluster resource group recovery domain, wherein the validating 
comprises 

detennining that the node is associated with a site containing the data storage 
resource poola.a|id 

Aeif^rmmm ^ that the data storage resource poo l is accessible by the new node. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 

when adding a switchable data storage resource pool to the cluster resowce group, 
verifying accessibility of each data storage device fesouree in the switchable data storage 
resource pool by each node in the cluster resource group recovery domain located at the site. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

verifying that a switchable entity containing the switchable data storage resource pool is 
not included in another cluster resource group. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 

vi^Hdarin g. when starting clustering, switchability of the switchable data storage resource 
pnn i Tifttween at least two nodes within the cluster r esource group when otarting oluotcring . 
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12. (Currently Amended) A signal bearing medium, comprising a program which, when 
executed by a processor, performs operations for managing resources within a node, the 
operations comprising: 

configuring at least one data storage device r e souro e for use by a node, wherein the node 
is associated with a site containing the data storage device r osouro e: 

validating availability of the at least one data storage device r e souro e for inclusion in a 
data storage resource pool, wherein the validating comprises determining aooosfiibility by th e 
Hode -that the node has access to the data storage device a nd verification that the at Ipast one data 
storage device r osourpe is located at the site; and 

selecting, based upon the validating, at least one of the at least one data storage device 
r e source for inclusion in t he data storage resource pool. 

13. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 12, wherein the stqps further 
comprise configuring the data storage r esource pool as a switchable disk pool that is able to be 
configured to be assigned to one of at least two com puting nodes. 

14. (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 12, wherein the node is a single node located 
at the site and the node operates as part of a geographically disperse computing system group. 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 1 2, wherein the steps further 
comprise: 

ranking of each resource for the data storage resource pool; and 
selecting at least one valid resources for the data storage resource pool according to 
results of the ranking. 

16. (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 15, wherein the steps further comprise: 

providing at least one reason to a user to explain validity and ranking of each resource. 

17. (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 12, wherein the node is part of a cluster 
resource group. 
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18. (Cuirently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 17, wherein the steps further 
comprise: 

validating accessibility r>f data storage devices f esetifees in the datastorage resource pool 
when adding a node to the cluster resource group recovery domain , wherein the validating 
comprises 

determiriing that the node is associated with a si te containing the data storage 
resource pooL and 

Hfiterminmp ; that the data storage res ource pool is accessible bv the new node. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 17, wherein the steps further 
comprise verifying accessibiUty of each data storage device F esoHFee in the switchable data 
storage resource pool by each node in the cluster resource group recovery domain when adding a 
switchable data storage r esource pool to the cluster resource group. 

20. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 17, wherein the steps further 
comprise verifying that a switchable entity containing the switchable data storage resource pool 
is not included in another cluster resource group. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 17, wherein the steps fiirther 
comprise valiHatin g. when starting clustering, switchability of the switchable data storage 
resource pnnl between at least two nodes within the clus ter resource group- 
eluatoring . 
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22. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

a primary node that is associated with a site; 
a data storage r esource pool connected to the primary node; and 
a processor configured to validate availabUity of at least one diskj^feseufee for the 
data storage r esource pool and to select at least one vaHd di§kmiiLfese«ree for the data storage 
resource pool, wherein the availability is validated based at least in part on the at least one di^ 
nni^ ye sourc e being located at the site. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 22, wherein the processor is further 
configured to rank each diskuniL^esettree for the datastorage resource pool and select at least 
one valid disk unit f esmgee for the data storage r esource pool according to ranking. 

24. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 23, wherein the processor is fiirther 
configured to provide at least one reason to a user to explain validity and ranking of each di^ 
unit r osouroe . 

25. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 22, wherein tlie data storage resource pool is 
configured as a switchable rosouroo disk pool that is able to be configured to be assigned to one 
of at least two computing nodes . 

26. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 25, fiirther comprising at least one backup 
node comiected to the switchable resource pno L wherein the orima rv node and the at least node 
backup node execute the OS/4QQ operating svstem and the d ata storage resource pool is defined 
as an independent auxiliary storage pool . 

27. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 25, wherein the processor is fiirther 
configured to validate accessibility of data storage devices rosourc ein the switchable resource 
pool when adding a new n ode to the cluster resource group recovery domain, wherein the 
validating comprises: 

HfttRrpiinin g that the node is associated with a site con taining the data storage resource 
pooL and 
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determining that the data storag e resource pool is accessible by the new node. 

28- (Currently Amended) The system of claim 25, wherein the processor is further 
configured to, when adding the switchable di^ feseufee pool to the cluster resource group, 
verify accessibility of each data ctorago rooource disk unit in the switchable resouree ^skpool 
by each node in the cluster resource group recovery domain. 

29. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 25, wherein the processor is further 
configured to verify that a switchable entity containing the switchable fesewee di§!u)ool is not 
included in another cluster resource group. 

30. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 25, wherein the processor is further 
configured to validate when startine clustering v alidating switchabiUty of the switchable disk 
pool between at least two nodes within the c hij^ter resource group when otorting oluatoring . 



Page 7 of 17 



PACE g/19 * RCVD AT 3/8/2006 9:37:31 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO.EFXRF-2/3 * DNI8:2738300 * CSID:561 989 9812 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-08 



